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«Mpouwy nacku B Tebe, LLl0o6 ouncrus
MeHe Bia rpixiB Moix, Yepes cnokiliHe
fAICHO-csitoue ctapo, Koponiscbke
BOIHCTBO, fike 1 cBATKYy0>» (3i Bctyny
CB. AHr'yca po horo «KHurn CeaTt»)

Ha 24-ro 6epe3Hsa 3a rpuropiaHCbKum
KaneHgapem (ue — 11-ro 6epes3Hs 3a
O/Ti@HCbKMM) MU MOMUHAEMO ipNaHACbKOro
CBATOrO 3 UiKaBUM TUTYJIOM 3
Hepo3aineHoi LlepkBn 1-ro TMCAYONITTS.
Mu cBaTtkyemo CB. AHr'yca Kenacbkoro,
SIKOr0 TaKOX 3HaloTb, 9k CB. CB. AHryca
TanarTcbKoro, sKkoro Haykosmin gopo6ok,
NOeTUYHUIN TanaHT, YepHe4ye 3aB3aTTs Ta
peBHiCcTb ana bora HagatoTb MOro CBiTy
ocobnmBy SACKpaBiCTb MOMIX YNCNEHHUMN
CBiTMNAMn, akux nopoauna IpnaHaiq.

AHI'yC HapoaMBCSa B APYrii NONOBUHI 8-10
BiKy B poai 6IMCKy4MX BaTaxKiB
[Janpispa, Henoganik Bi4 CbOroAHiLWHBbOMO
MicTa MaBHTpaT okpyra Jliw, yepes gake
nponnueac pivka BaliTtropc. Moro 6aTbko,
AHroba, nocnaB Moro Ansi HaB4YaHHS B
MoHacTunp, IKOro ocHyBaB cnaBHun Cs.

“I beseech a favour from Thee, That
I be purified from my sins, Through
the peaceful bright-shining flock,
The royal host which I celebrate.”
(From St. Oengus’s introduction to
his “"Festology”).

On March 24 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is March 11 on the Julian) we
commemorate an Irish Saint, with an
intriguing title, of the undivided Church
of the First Millennium. We celebrate St.
Oengus (also written Aengus, or more
popularly Angus), the Culdee, also
known as St. Oengus of Tallaght, whose
scholarship, poetic talent, monastic
ardor and zeal for God make him shine
with special brilliance among the many
luminaries born by the Emerald Isle.

Oengus was born in the second half of
the eighth century of the illustrious
chieftains of Dalriada, near what is
today the town of Mountrath in County
Laois, through which flows the
Whitehorse River. His father, Oengoba,
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DOUHTaH.

IpnaHaui 6ynn npuiiHann €eaxrenito 3
BE/IMYE3HUM eHTy3ia3sMoM. HaBuaHHA CBB.
OTtuiB i MaTtepiB NycTenbHUKIB 6ynn
ocobmBo npuBabamMBUMMN HOBUM
HaBEepPHEHHSM i YepHeLTBO NpouBiTanm
MOMiX HUMU. OTOX | HE ANBHO, LLIO HOHUI
AHr'yC TpMBanmin yac 30CcTaBcsl B
MoHacTupi KnoHeHar nig KepiBHMUTBOM
ceaTusa IrymeHa MaenenTreHa, 3pocTatoun
i B Hayui i B AYXOBHIN 3pinocTi, Ta cTtaB
OAHWM 3 HaMBMAaTHIWNMM YeHUiB KpaiHu.

Ta nicng NeBHOro 4Yacy BiH CTaB WYyKaTH
CaMITHOCTI i cnopyAnB NycTenb Ha Bigaani
OEKINbKOX MU/b 3 HA3BOK «AHr'yca
Myctenb» abo «AuncapTt EHoc» (ipnaHAcCbKi
iMEeHa NUWYTbCA NO-pi3HOMY). with
numerous variations). Tam BiH
NnpakTUKyBaB HanCyBopili BNpasn, a
noMi>k HMMK BiaMoBa lMNcantupsa 6yayun
3aHYPEHMM MO LN B XONOAHIN BoAi (He
6yno ue Haa3BMYaMHOK CNpPaBolo B
KenbTCbKMX YeHUuiB).

Ta HaBiTb TaM AHr'yc noyysaBcs nig
HaAMipHUM MOMUTOM OTOX i NoAaBCcs B
TanarTcbkuit MoHacTMp Henoaanik
[y6niHa, i BCTyNUB A0 HbOro, K NpoCTUM
MOCNYLWHWK He noaatoyun aHi CBOro iMeHi
aHi CBOIX AOCArHeHb. BiH pagicHo
BWKOHYBaB YOpHY poboTy i NnpneaHyBaBcs
[o 6partii gna MonmntoB BNpoaoBX 6/11M3bKO
cemu niT. Ta TalHa NOro Taku BUABUIACh
yepes MOoro CniB4YyTNMBICTb 40 OAHOMO
YUHS, aKui 6yB yTiK XOBaTUCS B Micui
3aMHATb AHr'yca 4Yepe3 CBOI He34aTHICTb
onaHyBaTu CBOK poboTy. AHI'YC 3aCNOKOIB
noro i npucnas. lOHak npobyansecs i cTas
BiAMOB/SATU CBOE 3aBAaHHA 6e3p0raHHO!
BiH po3nosiB IrymeHy CB. MaenpyeiHy
npo 4yaoBy NOMiy, Ky 6yB OTpMMaB.

A IrymeH, 3p03yMiBLUM, LLO CKPOMHUI
YepHeub HaneBHO - We3/InMN HayKoBeLb
KnoHeHar'cbkumin, mocniwme 3yCTpiTUCA 3
HWUM | NepeKkoHaB Moro, Wo Moro gapu
Manu 6 6yt BXuTi ona LlepkeBn a He
npuxoBaHi. Ctann BoHU 6amn3bKnmMmn
APY35MU i cniBnpauoBann B TBOPI
Tanartcbka Maptuponoris. Konu IrymeH

sent him to be educated in the
Monastery founded by the great St.
Fintan.

The Irish had received the Gospel with
huge enthusiasm. The teachings and
lives of the Desert Fathers and Mothers
were particularly attractive to the new
converts and monasticism flourished. It
was not unusual therefore that the
youthful Oengus remained for some
time in the Monastery of Clonenagh
under the direction of the saintly Abbot
Maelaithgen, advancing in scholarship
and in spiritual maturity to become one
of the most distinguished Monks of the
land.

After a time, however, he sought
solitude and set up a hermitage some
miles away, called "Oengus’ Desert” or
“Dysart Enos” (the Irish names are
spelled with numerous variations). There
he practiced the severest of disciplines,
among which was the reciting of the
Psalter immersed to the neck in cold
water (not an unusual matter for Celtic
Monks).

Yet even here Oengus found himself too
much in demand and so made his way
to the Tallaght Monastery near Dublin,
which he entered as a simple novice, not
revealing his name and achievements.
He did the most menial tasks with joy
and joined the brethren in their prayers
for some seven years. His secret got
out, however, because of his
compassion for a student who had fled
to the Oengus’ place of work due to his
inability to master his lessons. Oengus
calmed and lulled him to sleep. The lad
awoke and went on to recite his lesson
perfectly! He told the Abbot, St.
Maelruain, of the wonderful help he had
received.

The Abbot, realizing that the humble
Monk was likely the vanished scholar of
Clonenagh, hastened to see him and
persuaded him that his gifts ought to be
used for the Church and not hidden




MaenpyeiH 3acHyB y ocnoai B 792-my p.,
TO AHr'yC NOBepHYBCH A0 CBOro Micus
OuncapT EHoc Ta KnoHeHar'. Noroanecs
BXe M CTaTh IryMeHOM a noTiM NPUNHSAB i
BUCBATY Ha €nuckona. (Ui caHu yacTo
noegHysanu B IpnaHaii B Tolh yac).

CB. AHr'yc 6yB BXe po3no4aB CBil
BuaaTHui TBip, AHryca Knura Ceat (Felire
0Oengusso), peecTp Ha XuBin MoBi CBATUX
i IXHiX CBAT. OCHYBaBCS BiH Ha TBOPI
TanarTcbkoMy (AesKi Axepena KaxyTb
sIKpa3 HaBMNakwu) i BKA4YaB baraTto
ipnaHacbkmnx CBATUX. AHI'YC nokasas CBiM
TBip ®OTaay, NnoeTy n nopagHuky o
3akoHodasus, Wo npasus IpnaHaieto Bia
793 po 817 pp. ®oTag BUCNOBUB WNPY
BAOSIYHICTb 3a U0 poboTy.

AHr'yc 3acHyB y Focrniogi 11-ro 6epesHs
(24-ro 6epe3Hs 3a rpuropiaHCbKMM
kaneHgapem) B p. b. 824 (aexto nuwe
819 a To n 830). BiH cTaB Bigomuin nig
Ha3Bow «Kenacbkunit» (NO-aHrMiNnCbKOMY
«the Culdee»). Lle — 3 ipnaHacbkoro
«ceile De», WO MOXHa nepeknacTu, K
«apyr boxun» (Ce. EBaHrenicta IsaHa
Borocnoea came neploro HasBanan UuMm
TUTYNOM ipnanaui). LUen tTutyn gewo
3N0BXWBAE AeXTO HaMaramumcb
BMKOPUCTATK CTATyC NOB'A3aHUIN 3 HUM.

CMUpeHHNIA AHT'YC, SKUIA yBaxkaB cebe
«HaMMEHLWnM 3 fitoaen» - ue cnpaBXHin
Opyr boxwuii. aBainTe n Mu, 3a NOoro
3acTyncTtBoM, 6yaemMo nparHyTu i
3MaraTucs crnpaBai OCArHyTU TOM CTaH, Ha
KOO BKa3ye uen 6NUCKyYnin TuTyn.
AMiHb.

away. They became fast friends and
collaborated on the Martyrology of
Tallaght. After Abbot Maelruain fell
asleep in the Lord in 792, Oengus
returned to Dysart Enos and Clonenagh.
He accepted to be Abbot and was even
ordained Bishop. (These ranks were
often combined in Ireland at the time).

St. Oengus had begun his magnum
opus, Felire Oengusso (“"Oengus’
Festology”), a register, in the
vernacular, of Saints and their
Feastdays. Based upon the Tallaght
work (some sources say the opposite is
the case) it also includes many Irish
Saints. Oengus showed his work to
Fothadh, the poet and advisor to Hugh
the Legislator, monarch of Ireland from
793 to 817. Fothadh expressed warm
appreciation for the work.

Oengus fell asleep in the Lord on March
11 (March 24 on the Gregorian
Calendar) in the year of our Lord 824
(some give 819 or even 830). He had
come to be known as “the Culdee”. This
is an anglicized version of the Irish “ceile
De”, which may be translated as “friend
of God” (St. John the
Evangelist/Theologian is the first to be
given this title by the Irish). The term
has been somewhat abused by folks
seeking to profit from the status which
the term implies.

Humble Oengus, who considered himself
“the least of men” is a true Friend of
God. May we, too, by his intercessions
aspire to and truly attain the state
implied by that illustrious title. Amen.
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